
A presentation which outlines SCIRT’s approach to raising the visibility of and enabling women 

working in construction across the SCIRT programme. 

 

Lessons learned from one of New Zealand’s most challenging civil engineering projects: 

rebuilding the earthquake damaged pipes, roads, bridges and retaining walls in the city of 

Christchurch 2011 - 2016. 

This document has been provided as an example of a tool that might be useful for other 
organisations undertaking complex disaster recovery or infrastructure rebuild programmes. 

For more information about this document, visit www.scirtlearninglegacy.org.nz 
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WOMEN IN CONSTRUCTION: 

“It’s a Good Fit” 



New Zealand 



Christchurch 



WOMEN AND WORK IN NZ 

The Context 



Growing female labour force participation 



Air hostess still features as a top 

career choice for girls 



There are differences in the pay of male and 

female dominated occupations 

Median Hourly Qualified Wages 



Women in trades 1% 



Women are more likely to be ‘underutilised’ 



THE CHRISTCHURCH 

EARTHQUAKES 



Earthquake Impact September 2010 



Earthquake Impact February 2011 



What that would look like in Sendai 



Christchurch City…Before 



Christchurch City….During 



Christchurch City 22.2.2011 



Christchurch City 22.2.2011 



Christchurch City 22.2.2011 



Overseas Help 



Christchurch City 22.2.2011 



Christchurch City 22.2.2011 



Christchurch City 22.2.2011 



Christchurch City 22.2.2011 



WOMEN IN CONSTRUCTION 

Collaboration in Christchurch 



The Rebuild begins: Supply v Demand 



Women’s Views Captured 

• > 50% would consider rebuild 

jobs 

 

• Construction seen as ‘jobs for 

men’ 

 

• Access to information? 

 

• Access to Training 

 

• Good Money 

 

• Flexible Work 



Women in Construction Forums  



Activities 



Activities – Accessible Training 



Activities – Accessibility for Employers 



Activities - Accessibility for Women  



Activities - Recognition 



Activities – Leadership 



Activities – Leadership 



WOMEN IN CONSTRUCTION 

Raising the Visibility 



Continually keeping women visible 



Continually keeping women visible 



Continually keeping women visible 



Continually keeping women visible 



WOMEN IN CONSTRUCTION 

Results 



Positive 

MEASURE 
BEFORE NOW 

Year No. Year No. 

Number of women enrolled in 

Trades Training (CPIT) 
2011 60 2014 414 

Women employed in construction 

in Christchurch * 2009 2,400 2014 8,000 

Percentage of Women in 

Construction in Christchurch* 2009 9.3 2014 16 

Number of women in trades roles 

in SCIRT 
2013 20 2014 30 

NZ Construction 

UN Women’s Empowerment 

Principles Signatories 

2013 1 2014 4 



WOMEN IN CONSTRUCTION 

Where to From Here ? 



IT ALL STARTS WITH ONE 



IT ALL STARTS WITH ONE 



 

IT ALL STARTS WITH ONE…. 

 
 

 



Impressions of Japan 



Impressions of Japan - Compact 



Impressions of Japan – ultra organised 



Impressions of Japan – A country of 
Contrasts 



Japan Roadworks = ultra organised 



Japan Roadworks – Ultra organised 



UNWDRR 



Presenting at the Public Forum 

 



Presenting on the Panel 

 



The Panel – Impressive Women 



Other Disaster Perspectives 

 



Strong Interest from Japan in Women in Construction 


